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CHRISTIANITY AND LITERATURE. 


The object of this essay is to inquire, whether there be any 
thing in Christianity hostile to the pursuits of Literature. There 
are two classes of persons, whose scruples connected with this 
question demand attention. The one consists of those who think 
highly of literature, but whose views of the superior blessings of 
christianity are obscure, and the other is composed of such as 
find a real delight in rejigion, but are ignorant of the advantages 
which flow from literature. 

There is an hostility between these rival powers, but then the 
hostility concerns nothing but the point of supremacy. There 
may be a conflict between two opposing armies, till one or the 
other be, led in triumph. Christianity must reign without a ri- 
val—many things she extirpates, but literature she exalts to the 
condition of an honourable alliance. ) 

Who can hesitate a moment in deciding whether christianity 
or literature should prove victorious in the heart of man. What 
are the hopes inspired by the one, compared to the disclosures of 
the other: the one regarding man simply as the creature of time, 
whilst the other is continually shedding over his relations the 
light of eternity. 

There can be little doubt that the revelation of God to man, 
claims the largest portion of our study and attention. There is_ 
something infinitely more valuable, in the discoveries of the Scrip- 
tures, than any thing that can be gathered out of the field of 
classical research. Ifthe question were to be decided, whether 
the Holy Scriptures should be blotted out of existence, or all the 
admired writings of the ancients, no human being ought to hesi- 
tate a moment in making a selection. There is nothing in the 
writings of the ancients, suited to the wants of man, as a being 
fallen away from his original integrity, though there is much to wi- 
den the distance of that fall, and when supremely studied, to aug- 
ment the difficulties of his return. 

Neither does christianity give any warrant for the formation of 
character upon the models of Greece and Rome. Classic story 
holds up too exclusively to our admiration, the deeds of its wer- 
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riors and patriots. Leonidas with his Spartan band, Hannibal 
swearing hostility to Rome, Cesar passing the Rubicon, or Brutus 
sorrounded by the splendour of an assassin, can be viewed through 
the medium of her principles, with, to say the least, a very doubt- 
ful admiration. She arraigns all their motives at her bar, and 
till she find a judgment, she would as leave think of urging us 
to form our character from a view of the martial deeds of fallen 
= Christianity supplies an infinitely nobler model in our 
edeemer, whose character does not gather a false lustre as seen 
through the distance of ages that are past, but a character the 
undiminished brightness of which will stand the test of ages to 
come. The christian sees something incomparably ennobling in 
the blended sublimity and meekness of his Saviour, as he listens 
to the death songs of this celestial warrior, when, in the anguish 
of the cross, he put far away the obstacles to our salvation. The 
reader is probably aware that our blessed Redeemer has been 
brought into an impious and most unballowed comparison with 
one of the most celebrated of the ancient philosophers. My pen 
trembles in recording it. But whilst this vaunted philosopher 
was groping his doubtful way to a solitary truth, Jesus Christ 
could have laid open whole volumes of truth ; or whilst painfully 
forming a few minds to virtue, Jesus Christ could have sent out 
a moral renovation among all the cities and hamlets of Greece; 
or whilst employed in the act of appeasing his god, Jesus Christ 
could have wrought out an atonement for innumerable millions. 
We freely admit that a decided hostility exists betwixt chris- 
tianity and the literature of such men as Hume, Gibbon, Rous- 
seau, and Voltaire, and yet it is not their literature so much as 
their application of literature, that calls for her reprobation: we 
have often been asked to forget the principles of these champions 
of infidelity for the sake of their genius, as if there were any 
thing in genius to atone for its perversion. The cause of charity 
has been maintained by many a bigoted infidel, and we have 
been seriously asked not to violate the sanctity of the grave where 
their ashes repose. But these men of lofty though perverted en- 
dowments still live in their recorded works: works which still 
possess a charm, but itis the charm of death. Since the time I 
attempted to improve my English, says an elegant writer, some 
new writers have risen into fame, such as Hume, &c. who are to 
be regarded in literature as. thieves and assassins are in society, 
and are therefore to be read with caution, a$ Middleton their 
kinsman. But when truth and elegance meet together, we are 
safe as well as happy. | 
Whether christianity be hostile to the Drama, will not admit 
of a question. Some plays, it is alleged, breathe noble senti- 
ments and the purest morals, but that man must be sorely press- 
ed, for sources of morals, who would go to the theatre to learn 
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them, instead of the Divine oracles. A hundred objections lie 
against theatrical entertainments, which cannot be brought against 
the simple literature of plays. But we fear, let the literature of 
plays be ever so pure, that the human mind in its present depraved 
condition, will always seek for the decorations of scenery, be- 
fore it can be relished. Shakspeare was indeed a pre-eminently 
artful bard. It is admitted by those who are much better ac- 
quainted with his works, than the writer, that he stands unrivalled 
in his controul over the profound passions of the heart, and in 
his power to awaken every light and humorous emotion. He 
tracks his way with ease to the deep recesses of nature, or enters 
with pleasure her bold and beautital landscapes, and stretches 
out the hand of a master to show her future graces, or her dis- 
tant outlines. But for all the admiration lavished on his genius, 
that genius we would not have possessed for all the gold of Ophir, 
if its possession were to involve the tremendous responsibility 
which we believe it to involve. What human being is capable 
of measuring the evils which his genius has entailed on a world 
already sufficiently guilty. This child of nature has indeed con- 
tributed his full amount of exertion towards widening the distance 
of that gulf that separates millions from their maker, who, lu- 
red by the bewitching influence of his genius, have delighted to 
stray away into a measureless distance from the Shepherd of the 
universe. 

To expect that christianity can look down with approbation 
upon a literature intended to defeat her purposes, and bafile her 
supreme influence over the hearts of men, is to expect what will 
never be fulfilled. There is so great a length and breadth in her 
requirements, that she can never regard it in any other light, 
than as the dust of her feet. Her ministers actin direct hostility 
to her interests who prepare such literature for the press, and 
throw away time and talents which are claimed by objects in- 
comparably more momentous—the glory of God and the salva- 
tion of men. 

The rigour of criticism may be somewhat softened, in consi- 
dering a species of literature, the object of which is to paint the 
manners of the times, and hold up to view different characters 
for our imitation or aversion. We are far from saying that. much 
good may not be effected by compositions of this kind, where the 
object has extended no farther than the reformation of exterior 
vices. It might perhaps lead to too much fastidiousness of taste, 
to reduce every thing to our standard, neither do we think that 
christians can be justly charged with indulging here a censori- 
ous temper. The British Essayists, for example, have much in 
their writings worthy to be admired. Some of the papers of Addi- 
son are sweetly expressive of gratitude and every pious emotion. 
The reflections of Boyle constitute a profitable manual for the 
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christian. Some of the essays of Clarendon might be read with 
advantage from every pulpit in our land. The Rambler is an 
excellent system of ethics, We do not say, however, that in this 
extensive field, where so large a portion of wit has been display- 
ed, there is not much to be found, at which the Christian revolts, 
and by the approbation of which, his conscience would be defiled. 

In stating what christianity disapproves, we fearlessly say, that 
she disapproves of that influence which literature exercises, in so 
absorbing the mind as to prevent supreme attention to her re- 
quirements. In reading the private correspondence of mere lite- 
rary men and literary women, there is tou much ambition disco- 
verable, to live in a constant flow of admiration. This feverish 
excitement is as inimical to the peace of conscience as to the im- 
provement of the mind. Christianity demands of all her disci- 
ples and ministers, a preference of moral qualities, over attain- 
ments simply intellectual. In the character of the Apostles, we 
can easily see how piety occupies the foreground of the picture, 
or leaving out inspired men, we can easily discover the promi- 
nence of piety in the character of Fenelon, Bishop Wilson, or 
Porteus; but to discover it in that of Bossuet or Horseley, re- 
quires a somewhat closer inspection. 

But it is time to say a word on the other side of this question. 
Christianity affords ample encouragement to a sound and health- 
ful literature, the object of which is to promote morality, or re- 
move any of the disorders of our nature. ‘The latitude she al- 
lows, is as extensive as any friend to our race could desire, In 
the establishment of this, we subjoin a few plain proofs. 

Ist. We may confidently appeal to the Holy Scriptures. A 
system of truth is found in these records, which can never be 
brought to countenance ignorance. The eulogy which Sir W. 
Jones has conferred on the Scriptures, seems likely to do more 
to hallow his memory on earth, than all the rest of his valuable 
writings. The. Bible is a production of Infinite wisdom. Let 
any one undertake to master its discoveries, with the languages 
into which the Bible has been translated, to manage its history 
and the history of the various nations of which it treats, to fix 
satisfactorily the dates of its events, to become conversant with 
its geography, and enter understandingly into its poetry, and he 
will find a lifetime very inadequate to comprehend its fullness. 
Even Locke, with all his acuteness, felt the necessity of stripping 
his mind of every incumbrance, that he might wrestle success- 
fully with the mysteries of this inspired book. 

2d. The reformation.’ It is needless to speak of the gloomy 
state of Europe, prerweeny to this event. The march of all dis- 
covery had been broken for ages. The human mind, formed to 
expatiate in endless progression, had retreated with all its noble 
powers, into the narrow cells of superstition. Here literature 
and science were entombed, till christianity led on the brilliant 
restrrection. 
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3d. The most eminent christians have always been the ablest 
defenders of classical science. It has been uniformly held as a 
truth by them, that ignorance, so far from being the mother of 
devotion, has always been the mother of the wildest fanaticism. 
Infidels have been continually repulsed, by a more dexterous ma- 
nagement of their own weapons... “Counfounded be all they that 
serve graven images,” is language perfectly consistent with in- 
tense, though not supreme devotion to classical science, for one 
object of such devotion, is the opportunity it affords of illustrating 
the superior excellence of christianity over the “ beggarly ele- 
ments” of polytheism. 

Ath. Christianity ranks among her advocates a very large num- 
ber of scholars, whose literature has flowed froin the Scriptures 
as itssource. ‘The names of Calvin, Melancthon, Hooker, Boyle, 
Pascal, Fenelon, Milton, Sir W. Jones, and a thousand others, 
would not bring discredit to any cause. Here literature has per- 
formed its appropriate work of drawing in the chariot of chris- 
tianity ; but if it attempt to hinder her progress to universal con- 
quest, all the evil we wish it is, that it may be crushed beneath 
her glowing wheels. ! B. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL ANECDOTE. 


A little girl aged eleven years, was placed in a Sunday school 
at ———— about a year since—and permit us to detail a pleasing 
fact relating to her, which we believe will interest all who are 
engaged in the work of Sabbath school instruction. 

This child has a very ignorant and impious mother, who is 
living in the capacity of a servant in ————, her example is such 
as would lead us to suppose it must have a very pernicious effect 
on the mind of her child. But, often when she has been intem- 
perate, and using the most profane language, a pious lady, a mem- 
ber of the family, has heard her little child reproving her in the 
most affectionate manner. She would say, “ mother, you are in- 
juring yourself very much, and committing a great sin against 
God.” Some six or eight weeks ago, after this child had at- 
tended a prayer meeting for the teachers and scholars, she went | 
into the apartment where she found her mother alone; she opened 
her Bible and read the chapter and anxiously attempted to ex- 
plain it as she heard at the meeting ; she then repeated the first 
lines of the hymns that were sung, and gave a very correct ac- 
count of the manner in which the exercises were conducted du- 
ring the evening ; she expressed much concern for the soul of her 
parent to the lady who instructed her, and with eyes filled with 
tears, said, ‘uh ma-am I very often pray to God that he would 
take away my mother’s stony heart and give hera good one. J. 
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VISIONS OF EVENING. 


] love the stillness of departing day ; 
I love to tread the smooth, green turf of even, 
And mark the meteor’s wild, and devious way, 
As swift it wanders o’er the fields of heaven. 
I love the sadness of the hour, that’s given,— 
When the gray twilight skirts the western sky, - 
To read the lessons of that Power, unbidden, 
Which notes how fast my waning moments fly, 
And warns me that the hour of death is ever nigh. 


And oft I’ve wander’d forth and sat me down, 
On the green bank, fast by the purling stream, 
And while I mused—how swift have minutes flown ; 
Whilst I, intent, pursued my sober theme ; 
Just like a story or a midnight dream, 
When sickly fancy holds her tyrant sway, 
And rules my tired brain, I ween, 
As rules the sun the live long hours of day, 
Till he has given to night his last, last quivering ray. 


And I have mused o’er all the feverish toil 
Of foolish man, to snatch from life’s decoy, 
And death’s cold hand, this fainting mortal coil 
Of life, an hour, of memory but a day.— 
And soon shall every glory fade away, 
And soon be heaped life’s little funeral pile ;— 
Our life is short, and short on earth our stay; | 
E’en now, complacent, death is seen to smile, 
“ To think man’s feeble art oblivion would beguile.”’ 


There is a voice in evening's silent hour, 
Which whispers to the Christian balmy peace ; 
He feels, in sad creation’s gloom, a power, 
Which shall survive when nature’s voice shall cease. 
And when from this frail tenement he finds release, 
Up shall his spirit fly, beyond the roll 
Of these fair orbs; and there shall e’er increase 
The holy rapture of his joyous soul, 
And sin no more his unstained spirit shall control. 


Oh! on that shore, when death’s deep surge has past, 
Blooms the bright presence of eternal love ; 

There shall the weary soul, received at last, 
Join in the sacred song of hosts above ; 
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From this blest throng shall never, never rove : 
Then shall we hymn the praises of our King, 
And in sweet harmony our accents move, 
While the redeemed unceasingly shall sing, 
And with the song heaven’s arches shall for ever ring. 


Then welcome life, and welcome sorrow’s gloom, 
Since through this painful pilgrimage of tears 
Our path is laid to heaven. Welcome doom 
Of pains, and struggles, darksome doubts and fears, 
And when this life is o’er, and disappears 
From mortal sight—yon silver orb, that shines ; 
Thou Sun, that shin’st through everlasting years ! 
O shine on me!—and be all glory thine. 
To praise thee, Saviour, grant the work be ever mine. 


What though I live unheeded, and unsought, 
To taste the bitter cup of baleful wo; 
What though I live neglected and forgot— 
In poverty’s low vale am doomed to go? 
Though fortune frown, and friend become my foe, 
Yet, peaceful, will I seek fair Canaan’s land, 
And bid a cruel world one lesson know, 
I’m palsied to the stigmatizing brand, 
I seek to fix my bark on Canaan’s blissful strand. 


I am a pilgrim on life’s rugged way, 

Yet I have loved these wary chords to sweep ; 
Have loved to tune my lute to some soft lay, 

Or strike my harp to sounds, or shrill and deep, 
Or calm as summer evening’s gentlest sleep. 

Yet soon I hope to rest from themes I love— 
No more my lonely vigils here to keep— 

But wake to life, unearthly strains to move, 

And chant in endless song the praise of God above. 


I’ve seen the shadows flitting o’er the plain ; 
I’ve seen the morning glimmer on the hills ; 

I’ve marked the rapid lightning’s forked flame ; 
I’ve heard the thunder in its deafning peals, 

When, cloth’d with dread, his anger, Ged reveals ; 
I’ve heard the ocean's wildest, loudest roar, 

As fierce it dashes o’er its unfathomed fields, 
While in its bosom, merged the ships it bore, 

It spread destruction baleful round from shore to shore. 


Not half so swift are shadows o’er the plain ; 
’ Not half so short man’s glimmer on the hills ; 
Nor yet so rapid lightning’s forked flame ; 
Nor yet so dreadful thunder’s deafening peals ; 
And not so dire the terror which he feels, 
Who lists old ocean’s wildest, loudest roar, 
When fierce it dashes o’er unfathomed fields— 
As fades the memory of joys now o’er,— 
$ dins the ear with shrieks of woe unheard before. 
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I know the treachery of polluted earth, 
I long have drank its bitter cup of sorrow ; 
I’ve found its joys illusive from my birth, 
Tho’ fraught with all the charms which hope could borrow : 
A brighter world shall greet my eyes to-morrow, 
And hope’s fair visions never more shall fail : 
Where my dear Saviour’s gone, there I will follow— 
Pll speed my prayer upon the passing gale, 
And o’er death's Jordan flood will spread my joyful sail. 
ARVRA. 


IO 
Revicw. 


1. A Letter from Bishop Caase on the subject of his going to England, 
for the relief of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of Ohio. 
Addressed to the Rt. Rev. Bishop Waire.—WN. York, 1823. 


2, Documents respecting the Church—published in “ Christian Journal” 
for Jan. 1824, 


(Continued from p. 113.) 


The extensive regions west of the Alleghany mountains, form, 
as it were, a very important empire within themselves ; and from 
their peculiar character, and distinct and appropriate wants, re- 
quire a location in their own neighbourhood at least, of all those 
institutions which are requisite for the extension both of science 
and religion. Their very remote situation, added to the great 
and almost insurmountable difficulties of intercouse with the At- 
lantic states, forbid a dependence upon these for the means of 
improvement, whenever it shall be in their power to provide for 
themselves. It was for these reasons, that the American Bible 
Society, almost from the period of its foundation, established one 
of its presses, with a set of stereotype plates, at Lexington, in Ken- 
tucky, for the supply of the western states ; a plan which has not 
been adopted for any other part of the union, independent of the 
general depository. 

The same considerations will apply, with equal, or rather still 
greater force, to institutions for missionary purposes. Until, in- 
deed, they can make provision for having these located within 
their own bosom, they must be content with such scanty supplies 
as can be furnished from distant parts. The consequence, as 
might reasonably be expected, is, that very extensive tracts of 
country, peopled with immense numbers of inhabitants, are de- 
prived almost entirely of gospel privileges ; or, if they are now 
and then furnished, it is with intervals so vast and distressing, as 
to create only the desire of enjoyment with almost a certainty of 
being disappointed. 
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There are, besides, peculiar requisites, which cannot be expect- 
ed from those who come from distant parts. The difference of 
manners, of habits, and of modes of living, added to the rough- 
ness of the country and want of provision for comfortable accom- 
modation, present such difficulties, labours, and deprivations, as, 
although they may now and then be ventured upon by distin- 
guished zeal and ardour, will yet overwhelm with discourage- 
ment, and prevent from a repetition, those Who have been nur- 
tured in more favoured situations and more refined society. 

Their permanent dependance must, therefore, be on their own 
resources, and these resources ought to be furnished with all 
convenient speed. It is a pleasing circumstance, with which we 
are made acquainted, that there are several of the native or na- 
turalized hardy inhabitants, who by the zealous labours already 
noticed, have become awakened to a sense of their danger and 
their duty; and who are ready and desirous to devote themselves 
to the work of the ministry, in the Episcopal church in Ohio. 
Here is a promising opening for the commencement of a system 
of operations; and a favourable centre foundation presented, 
from which to diffuse the streams of divine grace to the surround- 
ing moral waste. | 

‘But how shall these candidates be fitted for the interesting and 
important task ? Shall they be sent for preparation to the institu- 
tion in the Atlantic states? In the first place, they have not the 
means. Even the sons of those, who in their neighbourhood would 
be considered wealthy inhabitants, cannot encounter the expense 
of a residence abroad. Money is not to be commanded in new 
settled countries. And therefore, what may be considered a tri- 
fling expense in polished society, would appear an enormous sum 
to them. You must, then, bring the institutions to their own 
homes ; and then the articles of supply can be readily furnished 
from the abundant produce of the sojl. 

But, supposing this difficulty might be surmounted, the ob- 
ject proposed would in most instances be defeated by the very 
means resorted to for the attainment. Take a youth, at the pe- 
riod of life when the character and habits are to be formed, and 
when the tone is usually given for future years, and transplant 
him for three years from the uncomfortable privations of his na- 
tive, retired, and rustic situation, to the refinements of a city, and 
the ease and allurements of polished life, and what preparation 
do you afford him for returning to the field of labour for which 


che was designed ? Either, the more promising prospects present- 


ed by the frequent openings in the neighbourhood where he has 
received his education, and which are now more adapted to his 
taste, induce him to abandon his former plan of operations; or, 
if he be compelled to return, the different relish and sentiments 
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which he has imbibed, utterly unfit him for the task assigned him ; 
and render that, which with proper training would have proved 
a delightful occupation, now an irksome and disgusting task. 

The only feasible plan, therefore, for answering effectually the 
valuable end designed, is that which is proposed by the conven- 
tion of the Church in Ohio, of having an institution for training 
missionaries among themselves. With the particular mode of 
carrying this into eflect, we presume not to interfere, nor venture 
to give an opinion. Those who are on the spot, and are ac- 
quainted with the proper requisites, can best judge of what would 
be suited to them. That which is proposed by the bishop agd 
clergy, seems to combine the advantages of literary and theolo- 
gical instruction, with a es for beneficial labour, and an 
acquaintance with the useful arts. They are, however, the most 
competent to judge and act for themselves. And now the im- 
portant question occurs: “ Have they the right ?” 

This question will divide itself into two parts; first, as to the 
rigit of providing missivnaries ; and then, as to the right of es- 
tablishing a seminary for their instruction. 

The right of omporng missionaries, and of founding and sup- 
porting Diocesan Missionary Societies, has never been question- 
ed, and has been acted upon by every diocess which has pos- 
sessed the means. ‘This has been peculiarly the case in the dio- 
cess of New-York. At an early period, after the complete or- 
ganization of the church in this state, a missionary committee 
was annually appointed by the convention, which still continues 
to be appointed at every annual meeting. And missionaries have 
been, and still are, constantly and regularly employed—limited 
only by the extent of the funds supplied. This right, and that 
an exclusive right too, has been so jealously guarded, that when, 
in 1820, a General Missionary Society was sanctioned by the Ge- 
nefal Convention, very considerable umbrage was given to the 
ecclesiastical authority of the church in this state, by the agent of 
that society’s only soliciting, in this diocess, contributions in aid 
of its funds. had when, at a succeeding general convention, the 
constitution of the General Missionary Society was new modeled, 
which was brought about by the particular exertions of the re- 
presentation from this state, an express provision was made that 
no missionaries should be employed, rh no aid afforded, except 
by permission first obtained from the ecclesiastical authority of 
the diocess or state where such aid might be required. his 
provision is in the following words, forming a part of Art. 9 of 
the constitution of the “ Domestic and Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the United States 
of America.” 

“In any diocess or district where there is a Bishop or an ecclesiastical 
body, duly constituted under the authority of the convention of the same, 
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for missionary purposes, aid may be givert in money ; but the appointment 
of the missionary shall rest with the bishop or ecclesiastical body aforesaid.” 


And as aid cannot be afforded, so neither can contributions be 
collected in aid of the funds, in any diocess, without the consent 
of the:local ecclesiastical authority. This is provided for in the 
Sth Art. in the,following words : 


“The board of directors, at their annual meetings, shall tale such mea- 
sures as they may deem proper, to establish auxiliary societies w any dio- 
cess, with the advice and consent of the Bishop of the same; to s®cure-the 
patronage, and to enlarge the funds of the institution.” 


In accordance with this article of the constitution, and as ex- 
planatory of the sense in which it is to be understood, the “ Board 
of Directors” of the Society, at their first annual meeting, passed 
the following resolution : 


“ That the page omy secretary address a letter to the bishop, or, 
where there is no bishop, to the standing committee of each diocess, request- 
ing that such measures may be adopted therein, as to the said bishop or 
committee may seem most expedient and proper, for raising contributions 
in aid of the funds of this society; and also requesting information, whe- 
ther the services of an agent of this board in raising contributions, or form- 
ing auxiliary societies within that diocess, would be approved by the bishop 
or standing committee ; and that the executive committee have power to 
appoint an agent or agents, to visit, for the above parposes, those dioceses 
from which a favourable answer may be received to the above inquiry, 
unless the said bishop or standing committee, in the above mentioned 
answer, should signify an intention to nominate the agent or agents, in 
which case the executive committee shall only possess the power of an 
approval.” * 

In compliance with the foregoing resolution, letters were writ- 
ten to the several ecclesiastical authorities in the different dio- 
ceses; to which various answers were received : among the rest, 
the following, from the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hobart, New-York, 

“JT have received your communication, consulting me on the propriety 
of an agent being appointed to collect funds for the General Missionary So- 
ciety, in this diocess, and of organizing auxiliary societies to the same.— 
Both these measures I am satisfied, on long and mature reflection, would 
seriously interfere with the collection of funds for missionary purposes in 
this diocess, in many parts of which the want of missionaries is as great as 
in any part of the union. Any systematic attempt to collect funds for the 
gen purposes of the Missionary Suciety, in this diocess, would, in my 
judgment, on many accounts, be inexpedient,” + 

At the succeeding annual convention of the church in the state 
of New-York, Bishop Hobart delivered it as his opinion, that no 
exertions ought to be made for the constituting of auxiliary so- 
cieties, in aid of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. 
And it is a certain fact, that permission has been refused to an 
agent who was sent from Philadelphia to. make collections in the 
eastern states, for the benefit of the society ; and who, therefore, 


ee [a of the Domestic and Foreign Mis. Soc. of Prot. Ep. Church, 1323, p. 20. 
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d through the state of New-York, to the eastern diocess, 
where handsome collections were made. And no contributions 
whatever have beep ade in the diocess of New-York, except 
by individuals. ~~ oe ths 

The right, wterefore, and the exclusive right, of every indivi- 
vidual diosss, independent of the general convention, to make 
provisiop for missionary purposes, and to regulate all its mission- 

coxterns, will scarcely be called in question by any who are 
aco-ainted with the constitution of the church in America. And 
a consequence, the several dioceses are alone, and in themselves 
competent to devise the means to obtain the needful supplies. 

The next inquiry is, whether they have the independent right 
to provide for the proper instruction of missionaries, and gene- 
rally for the founding and supporting of seminaries for instruct- 
ing and training candidates for the ministry ?>—On this question, 
take the sentiments of Bishop Hobart, in “a pastoral letter” on 
the subject, in the year 1820. ; 

“The right of every diocess to provide for the theological education of 
candidates for orders, subject only to the provisions of the general canons 
of the church, cannot be questioned. , The ecclesiastical authority of every 
diocess is responsible for the admission of persons as candidates for holy 
orders, who in their state of preparation are under the charge of that au- 
thority, and amenable to it. It is impossible, for a moment, to doubt the 
right of any diocess to make any arrangements which they may deem pro- 
per, in consistency with the general canons of the church, for the instrue- 
tion and aid of candidates for orders who are under its charge. No act of 
the general convention has ever contravened this right.” * 

These sentiments he confirms by the declaration of the House 
of Bishops; which he quotes in the following words : 

“'The House of Bishops inform the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies, 
that in concurring in the resolutions relative to the theological seminary, and 
in its removal from the city of New-York, they deem it proper to declare 
that they do not mean by this concurrence to interfere with any plan now 
contemplated, or that may hereafter be contemplated, in any diocess or dio- 
ceses, for the establishmeut of theological institutions or professorships.” + 

In confirmation of these sentiments, and as a deduction from 
the premises laid down; he draws the following conclusion : 

* It can hardly be supposed that the various dioceses that are or may 
be established throughout this immense continent, will unite in the support 
of one theological institution ; or, that it will be practicable for candidates 
for orders to come to one place for instruction from all parts of the union.” 

In accordance with these principles, a diocesan theological 
school was, at the next annual convention of the church in the 
state of New-York, founded at the express recommendation of 
Bishop Hobart. Of this no complaint was ever made, and no 
exception taken, by the general convention. On the contrary, 
the right was expressly recognized and confirmed by that body. 


* Pastoral Letter, 1828, p. 17. ? Ib. p. 17, 18. > 
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It happened, early in the ensuing year, that a munificent be- 

uest was made to a theological institution to be established in 
the state of New-York ; in such way as to leave it doubtful whe- 
ther it belonged to the general seminary, orto the diocesan school. 
In consequence, a special meeting of the general convention was 
held, to take into consideration the measures proper to be pur- 
sued. At that meeting a union was formed between the general 
and the local institution, on such a plan as adopted the leading 
principles of the diocesan school, and threw almost the whole 
weight of influence into the power of the ecclesiastical authority 
in the state of New-York. It matters not, on what greund, or 
for what purpose, this compromise was formed. It was indeed 
submitted to in order to preserve the peace of the church, 
which seemed to be jeopardized by the determined posture as- 
sumed for defending and enforcing the claims of the local school. 
Still the right of the establishment was fully conceded and set- 
tled by the act of negociation ; and the coalition has recognized 
and embraced the principles on which -the organization was made. 
Whatever doubts, therefore. might previously have existed on the 
propriety of the establishment of diocesan schools, the right is 
now placed beyond dispute. Every diocess has the undoubted 
right to establish its own theological seminary, subject only to 
the control of its own ecclesiastical authority. And therefore, 
the church in Ohio is fully competent to found and direct such 
an institution for the training of its missionaries, as may best be 
fitted to its particular state. 


DE 


Mutelligeuce, 


UNITED STATES.—ameERIcAN JEWS SOCIETY. 


MR. SIMON’S REPORT. 
GENTLEMEN oF THE Boakp, 

I am happy to inform you that by the blessing of the Almighty, 
my late agency has been successful. The Lord had indeed gone be- 
fore in preparing the hearts of his people. I have found warm 
friends to your planevery where. December 10, | left this city for 
Providence, where | found a ladies’ society, auxiliary to that of Bos- 
ton—I thought it better to build a new society than repair that which 
already existed. And in this undertaking, by the assistance of God, 
we succeeded : the clergy of every denomination lending their aid. 
The ladies afterward became voluntarily auxiliary, and gave me the 
money which they had in hand. 

Dec. 15. | proceeded to Boston, where | succeeded in forming a 
gentlemen’s society, the constitution of which | have the honour te 
present you. The ladies voluntarily offered to become auxiliary after 
their anniversary meeting in May. They have invited me to attend 
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that meeting, deeming it necessary. 1 proceeded to Salem, and there 
organized a gentlemen’s society. The ladies of Salem sent all they 
had in hand to your society by mé. They support.aschool for Hebrew 
children at Bombay, which engrosses much of their funds. From 
thence I went to Andover, where I formed a society in the seminary, 
after having addressed about 100 students: the professors were 
truly zealous and active. 1! returned to Boston, and from thence to 
Bolton, the estate of Mr. Wilder ; he accompanied me to Worces- 
ter, where we organized a gentlemen’s society. From thence I 
proceeded to Springfield, and there formed a gentlemen’s society. I 
went from thence to Northampton, where | formed a ladies’ society, 
auxiliary to yours: | had a meeting with the ladies, encouraging 
them to renewed exertion: Here | also formed a gentlemen’s so- 
ciety. I found, on my arrival at Hartford, a very powerful ladies’ 
society ; | exhorted them to have patience, for that the intended set- 
tlement will soon be purchased. I formed a gentlemen’s society 
there. All these | saw organized. The annual subscription of all 
these, is a dollar, except that Providence and Salem have adopted 
the sum you prescribed (in No. 1, Israel’s Advocate,) for auxilia- 
ries. The constitution of the society of Worcester | enclose, also 
the bill of my travelling expenses, and an account of the monies re- 
ceived on my journey, which I gave to the treasurer. 
1 am, gentlemen, with much respect, your servant, 
Erasmus H. Simon. 


New-York, January 27, 1824. [Israel’s Advocate.] 


eo fore 


OSAGE MISSION.—Frrom mr. PIXLEY’S JOURNAL. 


Could we look on people of different colours, different habits, and 
different nations, with unprejudiced feelings, we should not probably 
consider them as we do now, so far removed from us as not to pos- 
sess the same temper nor practice in the same way. And even with 
respect to different religionists we may, by examination, find some- 
thing of the same kind, and perhaps light upon Christians, Christian 
zeal, and Christian conversation, when we had little expected it.. I 
have been led to this remark by a recent conversation with a Roman 
Catholic, in which he mentioned a rebuke he had received from his 
Bishop at St. Louis. !n the course of our conversation about the im- 
portance of religion, and of attending to it immediately, he said—* I 
will answer you as I once did our Bishop, who was speaking to me 
on the same subject. ‘ Truly, 1 know’ said I, ‘ religion is import- 
ant. Ido not reject or despise it. I believe the Scriptures, and 
have been baptized.’ ‘ But why then,’ replied the Bishop, ‘do you 
not live as the Scriptures require, and according to your belief?’ 
*Oh! said I, ‘this | intend to do some years hence. At present, 
I must attend to other business.’ ‘ But,’ rejoined the Bishop, ‘ you 
have not a warrant fora single day. You may die to-morrow.” 
Now, what ideas of religion the Bishop may have, or what errors be 
may entertain, | know not. But the zeal manifested in thus faithful- 
ly reproving a man of the world, certainly argues favourably, let the 
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general ceremonies of his Church be what they may. Were we to 
acquire a better knowledge of the feelings and practice of others, in- 
stead of ascertaining their sectarian notions—were we to exercise 
less prejudice and more freedom of communication, perhaps we 
should find that some of them at least are workers together with us. 








FROM THE REV. E. CHAPMAN. 


On the 10th of January I returned to the Indian Town, froma 
visit to a party of Indians some’ distance above it. Immediately af- 
ter my arrival, | was informed by my host, that a woman had just 
passed his door with a new-born infant, which she had found in a 
neighbouring prairie, as she was returning with her load of wood. 
It was left there to perish by its depraved mother, who refused to 
administer those early attentions which merely animal affection natu- 
rally suggests. The corner of the old woman’s blanket only par- 
tially sheltered it from the pinching cold; but strength enough 
was left to it very faintly to betray, as it was conveyed through the 
Town, the inhumanity of its mother. 

On hearing the sad tale, my feelings were much excited ; and, ap- 
prehensive that the child might still perish for want of a mother’s 
care, | immediately sent a message to the old woman and ber family, 
requesting that they would provide every thing necessary for its com- 
fort until my return home, and promising then to attempt to raise it 
myself. They thanked me, and said they would consent to my pro- 
posal, provided the mother, who had fled, could not be found. The 
mother, however, was found, and was threatened with death in case 
the infant should die through her neglect. She was thus induced to 
nurse it for a few days. But she soon grew weary of her charge, 
and gave itto another woman. This woman, understanding that its 
father’s friends were seeking its life, brought it here and committed 
it to us, to be raised and educated as a child of our own. 

The name which we have given to this fine healthy boy, is Moses 
Wau-sash-eh Chipman, Wau-sash-eh is the genuine name of this na- 
tion, of which Osage is a French corruption. The early life of this 
child has been no less disastrous than that of the ancient Lawgiver 
and Deliverer of Israel. May God grant that he may be qualified, 
by Divine grace, to lead his people to the Heavenly Canaan. 

Missionary Register. 
+> OQ Ou 
WESTERN ASIA.—PpaLeEstTINE MISSION. 
Extracts from the Journal of the Rev. Messrs. Fisk and King, at Jerusalem. — 


April 26, 1823. Called on the Governor of Jerusalem with a let- 
ter of introduction from the Governor of Jaffa. He welcomed us 
to the city with many compliments. Toward evening we took a 
walk on mount Zion. A part of it is covered with the tombs of Greek 
and Armenian Christians. On the east and south sides, it is ploughed 
and cultivated. Near the summit is a little walled village, contain- 
ing a mosque and a few mussulmen’s houses. The Jews call this 
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village the city of Zion, and it is generally believed to contain the 
tembs of David, and Solomon, and the other kings of Israel. 


[The following day being the Sabbath, Mr. Wolff, and Abraham 
Shliffro, a Jew, who seems to have been convinced of the truth of 
Christianity, called at the rooms of Messrs. Fisk and King, to unite 
in the appropriate exercises of the day. A number of persons came 
in, in the morning, to purchase the Scriptures ;—but were refused, 
because it was the Lord’s day. In the afternoon the Greek priests 
called to welcome the Missionaries to the city, bringing with them 
various tokens of their friendship. 

On the 28th, towards evening, they walked out from Jerusalem, 
and visited the garden of Gethsemane, the valley of Jehoshaphat, 
the pool of Siloah, and the valley of Hinnom.] 


GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE. 


We went out at Stephen’s gate, which is sometimes called the 
Sheep gate. We then descended the hill, passed the bed of the 
brook Cedron, which contains no water except in the rainy season, 
and then came to the garden of Gethsemane, one of the most affect- 
ing and interesting spots on earth. It is a small plat of ground, with 
a low enclosure of stones. In it stand eight venerable looking olives, 
which seem as if they might have remained there from time imme- 
morial. The side of the hill was covered with Turkish women, and 
the road was full of armed Turks of fierce appearance, occasionally 
firing off their muskets for amusement. It would have been un- 
pleasant, and perhaps unsafe, to remain long in such a place. We 
could only walk over the field, and indulge a few transitory medi- 
tations. 


[Mr. King’s first visit to the garden of Gethsemane, is thus de- 
scribed. | 


After waiting a little time for two men to accompany me, I went 
out of the city, passed over the brook Cedron, and entered the gar- 
den of sorrow. [It lies at the foot of the Mount of Olives, and within 
a stone’s cast of the brook Cedron. In it are eight large olive trees, 
whose trunks show that they are very ancient. They stand ata lit- 
tle distance from each other, and their verdant branches afford a re- 
freshing shade. The land on which they stand, and around them, is 
sandy and stony, and it appears like a forsaken place. Around it is 
the appearance of a little wall, composed of small stones, and broken 
down. On entering this garden, I requested the two men with me 
to sit down under one of the olives, which they did, and I went a 
little distance from them, to another olive, and read the 53d chapter 
of Isaiah, and also, in the four Gospels, the scenes of that sorrowful 
night, when the Son of Man was betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
During this, some dark, fierce looking Bedouins, armed with long 
spears and swords, advanced on horseback, and I was net without 
some fear that they would think me alone, and attack me. After 
looking at me very attentively, and at the two men under the olives, 
at a little distance from me, they passed by. The momentary fear 
which this excited, brought to my mind, more impressively, the 
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scene, when Jesus was betrayed, and taken by a multitude, who 
‘* came out against him with swords and with staves.” 


We then followed the bed of Cedron at the foot of mount Moriah. 
The hill is high and steep, and the wall of the city stands on its brink. 
On our left was mount Olivet, still covered with olive trees. Near the 
bed of the brook is a small monument, called Absalom’s Pillar, and 
believed by the Jews to be the one referred to, 2 Sam. xviii. 18. It 
is near the west end of the valley of Jehoshaphat, or the King’s dale. 
Near this is another monument called the Sepulchre of Pharaoh, but 
why so called, nobody has been able to inform us. The valley of 
Jehoshaphat was deep, with steep sides. This valley, we are told, 
runs to the Dead Sea, but how far it bears the same name, we do not 
know. 

POOL OF SILOAR, 


On the east side of the valley is a small village called Siloah, and 
back of the village is a hill, distinct from mount Olivet, which is - 
called the hill of offence, because supposed to be the hill on which 
Solomon built the high places, mentioned in 1 Kings, xi. 7. Near 
the south-east corner of the city, at the foot of Zion and Moriah, is 
the pool of Siloah, (see Neh. iii. 15.) whose waters flow with gentle 
murmur from under the holy mountain of Zion, or rather from under 
Ophel, having Zion on the west, and Moriah on the north. The very 
fountain issues from a rock, twenty or thirty feet below the surface 
of the ground, to which we descended by two flights of steps. Here 
it flows out without a single murmur, and appears clear as crystal. 
From this place it winds its way several rods under the mountain, then 
makes its appearance with gentle gurgling, and forming a beautiful rill, 
takes its way down into the valley, towards the south-east. We drank 
of the water, both at the fountain, and from the stream, and found it 
soft, of a sweetish taste, and pleasant. The fountain is called in Scrip- 
ture the “‘ Pool of Siloam.” It was to this that the blind man went, 
and washed, and came seeing. John, ix. 7—11. 

As I came up from this pool, (Mr. King writes,) a Mussulman Arab, 
that stood near, looked at me with all the wildness of a man possessed 
of the devil, and endeavoured, by the distortion of his countenance, 
and the rolling of his eyes, to express towards me the highest con- 
tempt and spite possible. I never saw amore frightful figure, except 
at the Insane Hospital in Paris. , 

Leaving this place, we pursued our way amidst the roaring of wild 
Arabs and infatuated Turks, who seemed to be prowling about in vast 
numbers, in the valleys and over hills, which made us feel that it was 
quite unsafe to be without a Turkish guard. We had with us two © 
men in the Arab dress, but they were Christians, and unarmed. At 
this time there are multitudes of Turks here, with their women, 
from Damascus, and other places, come, as they say, to visit the 
tomb of Moses, which they suppose to be two or three hours distant 
from Jerusalem, towards the Dead Sea. They lie round about Geth- 
semane and the Valley of Jehoshaphat, and it is dangerous for us ta 
go much among them. , 

C. Hernan, No, 2435. 19 
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THE POTTER’S FIELD. 


South of this valley rises a mountain of huge ragged cliffs ef rocks, 
between which are little spots of cultivated ground. One of the 
most rude and rugged spots, and which is close tothe valley of Tophet, 
is pointed out*as the field purchased with the money for which Ju- 
das betrayed his Master, and which is called the Potter’s field, or 
the field of blood. Here Judas is said to have been buried, and per- 
haps it was here he hanged himself. Actsi. 18. There are trees 
standing near the brink of huge cliffs and precipices, and if he hung 
himself on one of these trees, and fell, it is very easy to see why he 
should have burst asunder, and all his bowels have gushed out. There 
are many tombs in it, hewn out of the solid rock, and it looks desolate, 
and is uninhabited. 

From the valley of Jehoshaphat we turned west into the valley ef 
Hinnom, or ‘the valley of Slaughter,” called also Tophet, where 


- the children of Israel caused their children to pass through the fire 


to Moloch. See Jer. vii. 31,32. In this valley we pursued our 
way towards the west at the foot of Mount Zion, and returned through 
Jaffa gate, to our lodgings. 


[On the 29th they sold all their remaining copies of the Turkish 
Testament in the Armenian character, and many more were wanted, 
One man followed them half way to their lodgings, and begged them, 
for the love of God, to let him have one. He would not believe 
them, when they repeatedly assured him that they had parted with 
the last copy. | 


: VISIT TO BETHLEHEM. 
| The next day they visited Bethlehem. The Journal continues :]} 


We went out at Jaffa Gate, crossed the valley west of Mount Zion, 
ascended a steep, rough hill, and then came to a tolerably level road, 
leading S.S. W. In an hour and a quarter we came to the Greek 
convent of the prophet Elias. Thence the road to Bethlehem is a 
little nearer south. In half an hour from the convent we came to 
Rachel’s tomb ; or, at least, to the place which Jews, Mussulmans, 
and Christians, all visit as such. Instead of a simple pillar, which 
Jacob erected, (See Gen. lv. 20,) there is now a stone building, 
evidently of Turkish construction, which terminates at the top in a 
dome. Within this edifice is the tomb. It is a pile of stones, cover- 
ed with white plaister, about ten feet long, and nearly as high. The 
inner wall of the building, and the sides of the tomb, are covered 
with Hebrew names, inscribed by Jews. 

West of this place, at a little distance, is a village, now called 
Ephratah, which has been called by some, Rama. If this were one 
of the ancient Ramas, it would be easy to see the force of that glow- 
ing description of the scene which transpired at Bethlehem, when 
Herod sent, and destroyed the young children. The lamentations 
and wailings of bereaved mothers were so great, that they were heard 
even in Rama, and Rachel sympathized with them, and wept in her 

rave. 

In half an hour from this tomb, we came to the city, where was 
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bern, 1800 years ago, ‘‘ a Saviour who is Christ the Lord,’’ where 
‘*the day spring from on high” first visited our world, where the 
Saviour incarnate was first adored by man. As we entered the city, 
a multitude of little children, dirty and ragged, came out to meet us, 
and, holding up their little hands to receive alms, they began to sing, 
‘¢ Pilgrims go in peace,”’ ** Pilgrims go in peace.’’ The Greek, Catho- 
lic, and Armenian convents are together, a little east of the village, 
and encloses the supposed place of our Saviour’s Nativity. 


{Here they were introduced by a letter from the Greek convent 
at Jerusalem. Having passed through the church, they were con- 
ducted to the spot, sacred as the birth-place of our Lord, and to the 
manger, in which he is said to have been laid. A great number of 
lamps were burning over these venerated places, and the whole wore 


an appearance of splendor, widely different from that of a stable. ] 
(To be continued.) 


sae 


Revivals of Religion. 


A letter dated Lenox, Madison Co. N. Y. received by a gentle- 
man of this city, announces the pleasing intelligence, that a very 
powerful revival of religion is enjoyed by the church in that place : 
that already more than fifty have fled for refuge to lay hold on the 
hope set before them, and are enjoying strong consolation in that 
hope. More than this number are crying ‘** Lord, save or we pe- 
rish."” This has long been a spot on which it rained not ; and be- 
cause the Lord had made the heavens brass over their heads, it was 
a spot that had withered. In this work, the Lord has given a signal 
exhibition of his character, as a God that heareth prayer. The 
whole history of this exhibition of divine mercy, seems but an invi- 
tation from the ‘‘ King who reigneth in Zion” to his people, “to 
bring all the tithes into the store-house, and to prove him therewith, 
to see if he do not pour them out a blessing that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it.”’ 


The last Boston Recorder gives the following summary account of 
revivals : 

After a careful examination of the papers, from Sept. 1822, to 
Sept. 1823, for the purpose of ascertaining the number of revivals 
reported in that period, results have been published, by which it 
appears that more than four hundred revivals, in which the number 
of hopeful converts exceeded 27,000, were reported. This is pro- 
bably a greater number of revivals than the American churches have 
known in any preceding year. Inthe Presbyterian chutch in 1815, 
there were only three revivals. From this small number there was 
a regular and rapid increase till the last year, when there were 
ninety-eight. We have not the means of ascertaining that there 
has been the same, ora similar progress in the other denominations. 
Bat we do not recollect that we have ever before been cheered with 
the intelligence of so many hundred revivals, and so many thousand 








a EY — 





a ns en 


nr — res 




















148 Revivals of Religion. 


converts, in nsingle year. The prayer, that converts may be multi- 
plied as the drops of morning dew, seems to be answered. 

At the present time, there are revivals of religion in several Bap- 
tist Societies in Maine. A letter from the Rev. Mr. Ripley, of Port- 
land, mentions particularly those in Nobleboro’, Jefferson, and Sid- 
ney. The number who have been admitted to the churches, and who 
are expected soon to be admitted, in these places, exceeds 100. 

The revivals in New-Hampshire and Vermont, of which we find an 
account published in the month of February, are those in Burke, Vt. 
and Lemster,N. H. There isa striking contrast in the intelligence 
from these states, in relation to revivals at the present time, and at 
some preceding periods. 

In Massachusetts there are revivals in Cambridgeport, near Bos- 
ton, and in Carver. In the former place it is in the Baptist society, 
and is spoken of as a very interesting work ; in the latter, it is hoped 
about fifty are recently converted, and the revival appears to be ex- 
tending to some of the societies in the vicinity. No particular in- 
telligence has been published concerning the revivals in Cohasset, 
Hingham, and Scituate, but they have been spoken of as exhibiting, in 
a remarkable manner, the power of God ; for they advanced against 
great opposition. There is not in Massachusetts, at the present time, 
any thing resembling the revivals of former years, when numerous 
churches in the vicinity of each other, have, at the same time, been 
visited and refreshed by the presence of the spirit of God. 

In Connecticut, there are revivals in Colchester, Lyme, Milling- 
ton, East Haddam, and in the State’s Prison. In Colchester the re- 
vival extends to the different denominations, and has been of great 
power. In the State’s Prison, several convicts give evidence of pe- 
nitence, and others are anxious to secure their salvation. A letter 
from the Rev. Mr. Nettleton, published within a few weeks, states, 
that about twenty towns, within the last eighteen months, in the vi- 
cinity of Bolton, in the eastern part of Connecticut, have shared in 
the gracious influences of the Divine Spirit. In these towns more 
than 1300 are hopeful converts, of whom 800 have been added to 
the church. | 

In New-York, there are revivals in Northumberland, Moreau, 
Sandy Hill, Glenns Falls, Lenox, and in Dr. Macauley’s society, in 
New-York city. The revival which commenced in Moreau and 
Northumberland, (where about seventy have been added to the 
church,) has been greatly promoted by Union Prayer-meetings of 
neighbouring churches. The revival in Dr. Macauley’s society, in 
New-York city, commenced soon after his removal from Schenec- 
tady, and has continued from that time to the present. More than 
two hundred persons have been added to the church, of whom 98 are 
heads of families. 

In Sidney and Bridgetown, N. J. ; in the Methodist society in Wil- 
mington, Del. ; in several Baptist churches in the vicinity of Orange, 
Va. and at Taloney, among the Cherokee Indians, there are revi- 
vals. At Taloney, nine Cherokees, and one white person, have been 
admitted to the church. 
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A letter from Edgefield District, South-Carolina, states, that one 
Minister alone in three churches has baptized 250 persons in two 
years, and that there are revivals in several of the churches in that 
region at the present time. 

In Illinois and Missouri, a letter from Rev. J. M. Peck states, the 
prospects of religion are more favourable than they have been for six 
months past. In the county of Boon’s Lick, Missouri, an extensive 
revival of religion has existed for more than a year. Upwards of 
500 have been added to the churches. In several settlements in 
Illinois also, the spirit of serious inquiry is increasing. 

Ii is painful to state, that we find no account of a revival, at the 
present time, in any Colle geor Academy in the United States. 


Sunimary. 


American Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews.—At page 84 
of our number for Feb. 7th, we published the plan of settlement adopted by 
the Society in January. The following proceedings, which we copy from 
Israel’s Advocate fer March, took place at the meeting of the Board in 
February. 

AGreeaBsty to the plan published in the last number of the Ad- 
vocate, we have the pleasure to announce that a place for THE 
RECEPTION of Jewish emigrants has been procured. The com- 
mittee appointed in January to procure such a place, entering 
with zeal into the views of the board, reported at the regular 
meeting in February, that a large mansion, together with three 
acres of land, at the distance of three miles from the city, and in 
a commanding and healthy situation, could be obtained at the 
rate of 300 dollars per annum. The house being admirably 
adapted fur the temporary purposes for which it is intended, hav- 
ing fifteen commodious rooms; and the rent being considered low, 
for the accommodations afforded, the board did not hesitate, but 
accepted the report of the committee, and hired the house, In- 
formation of this fact will be immediately communicated to the 
Count Von der Recke, by the Rev. Dr. M‘Leod, Secretary for 
Foreign Correspondence ; and we have no doubt the news will 
be hailed by many inquiring and converted Jewish brethren, as 
promising a way of escape from European intolerance. 

We have now a place of reception for such Jews as may from time 
to time come to this country, where accommodations will be provided 
for them as one FAMILy, atthe expense of the Society; and whence, 
AT THEIR OPTION, they may locate on our agricultural estab- 
lishment, or engage elsewhere, in any employment, under the auspi- 
ces of the board. 

As this plan however is only designed to serve a temporary 
purpose, the land committee are prosecuting their inquiries for a 
suitable site for the ultimate settlement. Several new tracts have 
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been offered to the board during the last month ; the examina- 
tion of which has been referred to the committee. The name of 
a member of that committee, viz. Garrit N. Bleecker, Esq. was 
inadvertently omitted in number 243, page 89. 


The Rev. Dr. M‘Leod, secretary for fureign correspondence, 
has recently received letters from Mr. Elsner, secretary of the 
Bible Society at Berlin, accompanied with several periodical re- 
ligious publications. Being in the German language, the said 
communications were referred to the Rev. Dr. Milledoller, one of 
our Vice-Presidents; and if any thing therein contained should 
be suitable for our pages, it will be translated by him, and appear 
in our next number. 


-—_?*o-— 


CIVIL RETROSPECT. 


The continent of Europe has at length become tranquillized, with the ex- 
ception of Greece, by the suppression of all revolutionary movements ; and 
the monarchs who assume to themselves the regulation of its concerns, are 
left at full leisure to devise and put in practice those reforms which the na- 
tions confessedly need, but which are not to be made without danger, by 
any but the kings themselves. To avoid the monstrous doctrine that the 
institutions of Europe are perfect, or that being imperfect, no internal re- 
forms shall be permitted, it has been announced in the case of almost every 
one of the revolutionary movements, that the changes necessary to be made 
should be made peacefully by the regularly constituted authorities; and that 
however reasonable might be the reform demanded, it should not be con- 
ceded to subjects making the demand in arms. It now, therefore, becomes 
interesting to notice what is the fulfilment of the assurances of this nature, 
which have been made, and to see the new process of abused power, con- 
vertiog itself, by the spontaneous pleasure of the abuser of it, to moderation 
ocd gama rance has received no improvements ; her sehools are fet- 
tered with the trammels of Jesuitism ; her representative chamber recently 
dissolved with the certain expectation that the new elections would be more 
favourable than before to the principles of despotism ; and flushed with 
the pride of a conquest more the result of treachery and intrigue than of 
open and magnanimous warfare, she is rolling over the plans of conquest 
and of corrupt dominion for which the French government for ages has 
been so conspicuous. 

Spain is in a condition more deplorable, both as more degraded and 
more unsettled, than before her ill-fated revolution. The short taste of liber- 
¥ and self-government which part of her population have enjoyed, ren- 

ers the return of an enraged despotism doubly disgusting ; and the mor- 
tifying truth that this has been restored by foreign conquerors, tends still 
more to aggravate the evil. While on the other hand the bigoted priest- 
hood and the worthless and unenlightened population which they controul, 
filled with a perverse zeal against freedom of thought, of speech, and of con- 
duct, inflamed with the angry passions arising from the recent civil contest, 
and subject to that fear which: always attends conscious weakness, are ad- 
vocating measures the effect as well as purpose of which will be to entail 
despotism for ever. The weak and worthless King, the tool of every fac- 

fionist whom circumstances throw in contact with him, so far from fulfill- 
ing any reasonable expectation of reform, is endeavouring by every means 
which more artful but not more bigoted men suggest to him, to establish 





I pS LEER ARE sc, 3g 


hou! 
a 


on ES 


¢ ben 


ae 


— 
iS: 5s 


ae 


NT Et 





ORES os 





















































Notices and Acknowledgments. 151 


the worst of abuses. His persecution of the constitutionalists is entire ; 
banishing them from their homes, and allowing every degree of insult and 
injury to be thrown upon them by the worthless dregs of his kingdom. 

Italy sleeps in the silence of death. ‘No movements appear. No mur- 
murs are heard against the long established abuses under which she groans ; 
and the German states keep still, in the presence of the immense Austrian 
armies. Greece alone has succeeded in keeping alive the contest fur what 
may rightfully demand the appellation of the Rights of Man. Her forces 
have continued her successes, and both at land and on the sea the Turks 
have experienced reverses, and the Greeks gained important victories. In- 
deed the success of Grecian Independence seems now almost certain ; and, 
unless interfered with on the part of the European Alliance, we may ration- 
ally expect to see a powerful commercial country, securing for its inhabi- 
tants a prosperity superior to what it enjoyed when it made war its chief 
glory. But more important far than this, a numerous Christian people, 
relieved from the restraints of a bondage both political and religious, will 
be thrown open to the free access of truth ; and Europe and the world may 
once more be enlightened by the rays of the Sun of Righteousness shining 
from this place of its rising. 

From what is above said, it appears that no assurance for good has been 
realized by the monarchs of Europe: but this is but negative demerit. In 
order to show more fully the hateful character of the principles they have 
adopted, these monarchs are preparing to assist Spain in the vain task of 
reconquering the nations of South America ; and the King of Spain has al- 
ready issued an idle decree annulling the constitutional system in those 
countries. It'is also stated, that a squadron is fitting out in the Ports of 
France, of considerable force, the destination of which is probably to some 
of the West Indian or South American colonies of Spain. By some it is 
supposed that Hayti may be the object of attack ; but we cannot sup 
the French cabinet so deaf to experience, or so blind to difficulties, as to 
make this attempt. If the government of France, when administered with 
great military wisdom, found itself defeated in its attempts to subdue this 
country when it was yet disorganized and inexperienced in the arts of war, 
and wholly so in that of self government, can they dream of success against 
a nation whose advance in civilization and national strength has been per- 
haps unequalled ; a nation protected as well now as formerly by its climate 
and its mountains from European armies, and animated with a national 
spirit of greater force than elsewhere prevails; a nation, whose institutions 
are almost entirely of a wilitary character, and whose population can be 
converted into soldiers to a greater extent, and with less difficulty, than any 
in Europe. 

Indeed Providence seems to Have pointed out America as the resort of 
freedom, the only continent where it can be extensively established, and 
from which Europe must learn lessons, if ever her condition shall reach any 
considerable degree of improvement. 

Some interesting circumstances in our domestic history must receive our 
attention on some future occasion. March 24, 1824. 


weeps 


WOTICHS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


Professor Griscom of this city has issued proposals for a new periodical publica- 
tion, to be entitled “ The Mechanics’ and Manufacturers’ Magazine,” to be publish- 
ed monthly, and to be devoted to the Arts and Trades of the United States. This 
work is intended to fill a department in literature which has not hitherto been 
occupied by any other person in this country. We know of no person better quali- 
fied for executing the task he has undertaken than Mr.Griscom. As a man of sci- 
ence, particularly in mechanical philosophy and chemistry, his attainments are ve- 
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ry respectable ; as a writer, his style is clear, chaste, and handsome ; and frem his 
extensive acquaintance and correspondence in Europe, as well as in the United 
States, he possesses advantages for the collection of suitable matter for his project- 
ed work, which few persons enjoy. That such a publication will be useful and ad- 
a generally, and particularly to those for whose immediate benefit it is 
intended, cannot be doubted. And among so numerous, respectable, and wealthy 
a portion of his fellow citizens, as those who are interested in manufacturing and 
mechanical employments, we presume he will find a liberal patronage.— Dai. Adv. 
Miiner.—This little work, by Mrs. Sherwood, is the history of a little boy 
who “ was not brought up according to the fashions of this world,” and scarcely 
needs any other recommendation than the name of the author to insure for it an ex- 
tensive circulation. The volume (in small 12’s) is neatly half bound, and has a 
pretty copper-piate frontispiece representing Henry reading to the Haymakers. 

Krishna-Pal,—Was the first Hindoo in Bengal who broke the chain of their cast, 
by embracing the Gospel. The labours of the Baptist Missionaries at Serampore 
were blessed to his conversion ; and he carried the news of salvation from the 
mouths of the Ganges to Benares, and in most places he visited, God gave him seals 
to his ministry. As a preacher, he was truly evangelical in his views, and his 
method was mild and persuasive. 

This book however reminds us of Christopher Caustic’s “ notes with a poem,” 
for, out of 174 pages which it contains, the “ memoir” occupies only twenty-seven ; 
in short, “* Decision ; or, religion must be all, or is nothing,” fills up the other 147 

; and every person who reads it will wish it were lounger. 
iving Manners.—* Living Manners, or the true secret of happiness,” i® an in- 
teresting religious tale, associated with the scenery of the banks of the Hudson It 
has been hinted to us that the author is a clergyman in a neighbouring city, and the 
story is one, in substance, of real occurrences. This small book, with the others 
above named, are suitable for presents, or higher rewards in Sunday Schools. 

An Address.—On the first of last month the Rev. Cornelius R. Duffie, A. M. Rector 
of St. Thomas’ Church, delivered an address before the New-York Bible and Com- 
mon Prayer-Book Society, at their meeting in Grace Church. This address has 
been published by the society, for circulation, and may be had of Mr. Smith, No. 182 
Broadway. Mr. Duffie has shown himself an able advocate for the society’s cause, 
and his address merits an attentive perusal. We intend to find room for a few ex- 
tracts, in a future number. 

Dr. Lee’s Hymns.—Scriptural Hymns, adapted to (his volume of) Sermons design- 
ed for Revivals. The volume of Sermons by Dr. Lee, and his Hymns, may be ex- 

from the press in a short time, and will be for sale at Haven’s, New-York. 

Teacher's Offering,—Or, the Sabbath Scholar’s Magazine, compiled by a commit- 
tee of the New-Haven Sabbath School Union ; designed as a monthly reward book 
in Sabbath schools. 

This work is published monthly. Each number contains 16 pages, 24’s, with one 
wood cut, very neatly printed, with an engraved cover, on the following terms :— 
When 10 or more copies are taken, 3 cents a number, or 36 cents per year; single 
subscriptions, 50 cents per year, payable in advance.—Four numbers are now pub- 
lished. Communications, post paid, addressedgo 7. D. Williams, New-Hében, Conn. 
or, Editor Christian Herald, New York, will be attended to. 

Sandwich Islands —F rom a friend who has received intelligence from the Rev. 
Charles 5. Stewart, we learn that the Mission family which sailed from N. Haven 
20th Nov. 1822, for the Sandwich Islands, arrived there on the 27th of April, 
1823, in good health and spirits, and found that more success had attended the la- 
bours of the missionaries who went before them than they had anticipated. Messrs 
Stewart and Richards settled on the island of Maui, (pronounced Mowee,) under the 
patronage of the Queen dowager, who had provided houses, land, &c for their re- 
ception. The Queen had also erected a Chapel, which was dedicated by Mr. Bing- 
ham, They are located at Lahainia. 

a Other letters may be expected by the Ship Arab, and the Dawn, Capt. Gardiner, of 

is , 

“J.T.”; “J. K."; “A Female Friend”; “ A. M, J.”; “ A Frequent attendant 
at the Mariner’s Church” ; “ A Sermon to Emigrants” are received. 





Errata.—At p. 40 of No. 242, a “letter” is attributed to“ Joseph Buckminster, of 
Boston ;” it should have been “ the Rev. Mr Buckmins‘er, Sen’r.” 

In our last number, p.. 17, 8th line from bottom, for “ 1821,” read “« 1824: and 
at p. 110, 4th line from top, for “ 18—,” read “ 1806.” 
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“ Fhe abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee,”’ 








For the Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magazine. 





THE SALVATION OF SEAMEN DIFFICULT. 


“ Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations that they de.” 
Ezek. viii. 13. 


Another difficulty in the way of the conversion of sailors, is 
found in their habits of intemperate drinking. This is avery ge- 
neral habit among them, and itis an evil habit not easily overcome. 
It is true, indeed, that they are not generally allowed to drink to 
excess at sea; but still they are often allowed to go on shore 
while in port for a few days, and “ purchase an extra and unne- 
cessary portion of rum,” and thus become the tempters and de- 
stroyers of each other. This habit is established, more than ip 
all other ways, by the influence of boarding-houses, and their other 
places of resort when in port. Some of these houses are of the 
worst character. Here they meet many of the baser sort of 
men, and are urged on by each other, and by the landlords, to 
drink a little more, and still a little more, till they become in- 
toxicated ; and then they are frequently rifled of their money, 
or charged with things which they had not, and a double 
price for what they had. At these places they hear nothing of 
religion, unless it be by way of spert and derision. The songs 
of these houses are almost wholly the noisy, obscene songs of 
the devotees of Bacchus; the sports gambling, and the con- 
versation mixed with the most dreadful oaths and blasphemy. 
Their good friend, the Rev. G. C. Smith, says of sailors, “ By 
nature they have no taste for the ‘songs of Zion,’ —the name of 
Christ is not used by them but in blasphemy. They are not 
sensible of their ordinary obligations to God for his providen- 
tial care over them :—when on shore, they wallow in sin, and 
harden each other in rebellion against God.” Profaneness is an 
accompanying vice of intemperance, and sailors have been abun- 
dantly taught this, both by sea and on shore, at home and abroad. 
It is surprising as well as shocking to every feeling of humanity, 
to hear the dreadful oaths in which their officers often address 
them ; and no one who hears this but a little, can long wonder 
that sailors are profane men, and that of the worst sort. 

Intimately interwoven with intoxication and profaneness, is 
the sin of lewdness. Most gladly would the veil be drawn over 
C. Heratn, No. 245. 20 
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this practice, did it not present one of the most prominent diffi- 
culties in the way of their conversion to Christ. Tue novse or 
rrostituTion !! O who can write of “ this grave of every virtue, 
this nest of every vice! this hold of every foul and unclean spi- 
rit, this charnel-house of the worst of dead in trespasses and sins,” 
and not be moved with pity for the multitudes of sailors, who 
are taken to it like the “ ox tothe slaughter,” and know not that 
the “ dead are there,” and that the steps of these strange women 
“take hold on hell.” While I write, my mind is every few mi- 
nutes arrested with the rattling of carriages passing, freighted with 
sailors posting to these houses of dissipation and ruin. ‘There the 
thoughtless sailor drowns his senses in intemperance, and is then 
robbed of his hard-earned wages, and is thus at once despoiled 
of his money, his honour, and his morals together; and it will 
be a wonder of mercy, if his soul be not lost when his short 
earthly career of sin is ended. ‘The extent of this evil, in this 
single city, is but partially known, and but little felt. There are 

robably not less than - thousand ofthese wretched females 
in this city, who obtain their subsistence by this wicked and God- 
provoking sin. They hunt the youth and the sailor at the theatre, 
and in their night patrols, as the tiger hunts his prey. Some- 
times they go on board of ships to pactice all their abominations 
there. It is believed that this most wretched practice exists to a 
less alarming degree in this country than ih some others. It is 
hoped that the American Navy is clear of it; but that it does ex- 





‘ jst to an alarming degree in other parts of the world cannot well 


be denied. ‘The writer of the “‘ Retrospect” affirms that he has 
“known more than three hundred of these wretched beings on 


‘board of his ship at one time.” The Rev. G. C.S., giving an 


account of a visit, in company with a friend, to one of the British 
ships of war, walking around her, he says, “ thé appearance and 
language of several most abandoned creatures, from the shore, 
soon fixed our attention, and excited our deepest horror. The 
lieutenant observing this, said, “ ‘These are very unpleasant scenes 
for you, gentlemen, but we are obliged to permit them in a man 
of war; we had about four hundred of these unhappy creatures 
on board at Plymouth, but I suppose more than one hundred 
went on shore before we sailed, and the rest you see on board 
are waiting until the ship is paid off, when each one of them will 
et all she can from the sailor to whom she attaches herself.” 
e paused a moment to meditate on this truly awful circum- 
stance. A whole ship’s company nearly ruined by this abomina- 
ble practice. We know that no beings on earth abound in such 
horrid language and allusions, as these persons do. It will 
probably be thought that this practice cannot be very extensive, 
and must be confined to a few solitary cases. But what will be 
thought when we find that the publishers of the pamphlet, which 
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first brought this indescribable evil to light, “ challenge inquiry, 
and,” as they say themselves, ‘‘are ready to prove, (if it should 
become necessary, by specifying the names of ships and com- 
manders,) that with the exception of one or two ships, the prac- 
tice we complain of has been, and at this moment actually 1s, ge- 
neral in all our ports, when ships are either fitting for sea, or ar- 
rive from their stations.” This is certainly an alarming fact, 
since it is so indubitably certain that sailors are to such an ama- 
zing extent corrupters of each other, of whatever nation they are: 
but it is particularly so, to both England and America, since their 
seamen are connected by so many, and such strong ties. ‘To the 
good people of every country and community, we would say, 
“look at this dreadful picture again! Do you not behold the 
gray-headed, as well as the more youthful sailor, reclining on the 
bosom of the adulteress and the harlot, wallowing in drunkenness, 
turning their backs,on the assemblies of God’s saints, opening 
their lips, not to speak the praises of the Saviour’s love, or of a 
Father’s providence, but to dishonour these sacred names, and 
thus corrupting society by their conspicuous and contagious ex- 
ample?” And do you not see that there are difficulties, great and 
many, to be surmounted, in order to accomplish, extensively, the 
conversion of seamen? 

But there is one difficulty we have not yet named, which, if 
it be not greater, is as necessary to be removed as any we have 
mentioned. It is that unmanly and unchristian neglect with 
which sailors have been treated by the civilized world. Sailors 
generally, have been treated as if they had been “ beasts, and not 
men!” They have been employed to do the drudgery of the 
world, and then cast off as unfit for human society! ‘There have 
been, and still are, very few who care either for their morals or 
for their souls. ‘They have been long precluded the privilege 
of the house of God, and a preached gospel. ‘They have not 
had even the common benefit of the prayers of the saints. There 
have been few or none to call after them, while pursuing the road 
of vice, shame, and ruin, 

Tue Seaman’s Frienp. 
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THE BIBLE AND PRAYER BOOK. 


We are pleased to see that the seaman’s cause begins to attract the no- 
tice of the wise and good on many occasions. The Rev. C. R. Duffie, A. 
M., rector of St. Thomas’ church in this city, in a late address, cane | of 
the circulation of the Bible and Book of Common Prayer, observes: “The 
volumes which they [the society] have dispensed, have accompanied those 
‘who go down to the sea in ships, and do business in great waters’—they 
have revealed to the neglected seaman, the God whose wonders were 
spread around him, and from the solitude of his tossed and floating habita- 
tion, cut off from the world beside, have enabled him to hold converse with 
Flim, ‘who alone spreadeth out the heavens, and walketh upon the waves 
of the sea’.” 






























Seamen’s Cause in Boston. 


SEAMEN’S CAUSE IN BOSTON. 
Boston Society for the Moral and Religious Instruction of the Poor. 


This Society has published its seventh annual report, from which we 
make the following extracts relative to the efforts for the improvement of 
seamen. 


SEAMEN’S MEETING. 


The next subject of attention is the Seamen’s Meertine. This 
has been maintained on the original plan, and in the place first 
assigned to it, and still kindly and gratuitously afforded by the 
Proprietors of Central wharf, during the year. The bell, which 
has been used at this meeting since 1819, has been this year ge- 
nerously presented to the Society by Mr. James Davis. The 
Preacher there, your principal agent, has been uniformly receiv- 
ed with a serious and respectful attention, and the assembly is be- 
lieved to be as orderly and regular as any congregation, This 
gratifying circumstance has repeatedly suggested to him the 
propriety and duty of efforts to obtain a house of worship, where 
mariners might attend with their families, and the families of their 
fellow citizens. The subject was mentioned, with this view, in 
the last year’s report. An event has, however, occurred in the 
present year, which brings it more distinctly before us. 

A common sailor, a Seessake by birth, had been a diligent 
attendant while on shore, upon the meeting at central wharf, and 
was attached to it, as indeed several of his countrymen, and 
natives of Sweden and of Denmark have been found tobe. He 
sailed in the Galatea, a vessel belonging to the Hon. Mr. Gray, 
and commanded by Capt. Oxnard, and when not far from the 
Cape of Good Hope, sickened and died. At this hour the thought 
of his beloved meeting was fresh in his mind, and he requested 
his captain to bestow on it his little property, excepting the clotlies 
he possessed, which he wished to belong to his messmate, in whose 
arms he died. This little property was neither more nor less 
than the wages which were due to him at the time of his death. 
*‘T have,” said he, “no relation to claim the money, and owe 
not a cent in the world.” At one of our Bethel meetings a Swe- 
dish sailor, after the close of divine service, and during the dis- 
tribution of religious Tracts, informed the preacher of the fact, and 
called the next day to give a more special account of it. The 
deep interest he took in the circumstance, evinced his own attach- 
ment to the same object. But a few days more had elapsed, 
when, without knowing his comrade had called, for the crew had 
been paid off and discharged, the very sailor in whose arms Wil- 
liam Bender had died, and who inherited his clothes, some of 
which he then had on, was introduced to the preacher by the 
keeper of his boarding house; and this man, an attendant on 
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the same meeting, stated that Bender had, while an inmate of his 
family, uniformly professed his intention to leave to the Seamen’s 
Church all he’might possess at death. 

With this evidence, after some consultation, the subject was 
mentioned to the respected owner of the vessel, who, on inqui- 
ry, finding the fact as now stated, without hesitation paid the 
little amount to the Treasurer of this Society. It was somewhat 
short of fifty dollars—but it was the sailor’s all—and freely given 
to a holy and benevolent purpuse, which lay near bis heart in the 
hour of his utmost extremity. The Directors of this Society 
have received it with becoming emotions, and on deliberation, vo- 
ted: “ That the Legacy bequeathed to this Society by William 
Bender, late a seaman on board the Galatea, be appropriated as 
the commencement of a permanent fund for the support of the 
Seamen’s Meeting, and for the erection of a church whenever'it 
is deemed expedient.” 

There is then a fund commenced—a foundation in some sense 
laid—for a house of worship for Mariners in Boston. And this 
has been done, most appropriately, by a poor seaman! It was 
fit indeed that, in the providence of God, such should be the ori- 
gin of an enterprise which aims at the welfare, temporal and 
eternal, of those who go down to the sea in ships, and which, it is 
hoped, a few years will behold completed. When the fact was 
mentioned by the preacher to the seamen in their meeting, hardly 
an eye was found tearless. It has been adverted to occasionally 
since. And after divine service, not Jong ago, a weather beaten 
sailor, of between 40 and 50 years of age, asked the minister ab- 
ruptly in, the frankness of his heart—‘ And why, Sir, can there 
not be a subscription paper for the Seamen’s Church? Some of 
us would give (added he) five dollars—others more, and others 
less, as they could afford it. It might grow into something in 
time, and I wish it was done.” Four or five of his shipmates or 
acquaintance stood listening around, and _, ew to feel an in- 
terest as strong as his own in the object. There is little doubt 
that, were it commenced by some of our public spirited and weal- 
thy merchants, many mariners would contribute their mite with 
cordiality and effect. 

The Berne. Meeting, an important auxiliary to that on Cen- 
tral wharf, has been held every week, on Wednesday evening, 
with but few exceptions, through the year. On one occasion 
sails were spread over two vessels lying side by side, and a widely 
extending audience was accommodated beneath them. At length, 
however, by an agreement with Henry J. Oliver, Esq. possession 
was obtained of a sinall chapel built by him on his own land in 
Charter street, and from that time the meetings have been holden 
weekly there. Religious tracts have been generally distributed 
at these meetings, and eagerly received. Several tracts also have 





i 








158 Journal of the Bethel Flag. 


been bestowed on seamen when applying for Bibles ; an applica- 
tion, which, as has been repeatedly stated, affords your agent a va- 
luable opportunity of conversation and inquiry. The importance 
of this opportunity may be appreciated from the fact, that a box 
of Bibles of the Marine Bible Society, containing 150 copies, 
being opened on the 4th of October, they were all distributed 
by the 15th of December, at the place of deposit, the residence 
of the principal agent of this Society, No. 1 Crescent Court, 
Green-street, West Boston. 


THE MISSION HOUSE. 


The connexion between the congregations at the Seamen’s 
Meeting and at the Mission Hous, West Boston, directs us to 
the latter institution, as next in order. This has been opened 
regularly three times on the Sabbath, the Rev. Mr. Gamble 
preaching there inthe morning. There is also holden a regular 
lecture on Friday evenings, supported in a great measure by the 
contributions of the neighbourhood. Since the reading of this re- 
port, a few individuals of the Seamen’s and Mission-House con- 
gregations have been gathered into a church, taking the name 
of Mariner’s Church, and being, as is believed, the first of that 
designation formed in America. In connection with these con- 
gregations, in visits to the sick and dying, and in paying the last 
tribute to the dead, the agent’s Jabours are made to resemble at 
present the constant round of parochial engagements, more than 
the enterprises of a missionary, exploring new scenes and enceun- 
tering new difliculties. 
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JOURNAL OF THE BETHEL FLAG 
AT BALTIMORE, 
(Continued from p. 160, vol. 10.) 


Some time since we informed our readers that a Bethel Union had been formed 
at Baltimore, and published extracts from their journal. We now have the plea- 
sure to resume an account of their meetings, which commenced in May, 1823. The 
constitution of the Society will be found in No. 243, p. 96. 


Sabbath, Nov. 16, attended on board the ship Wabash—many as- 
sembled, and appeared to listen with interest. The ship arrived the 
day before from Germany, with passengers: on the passage she 
sprung a leak, and with difficulty was kept from sinking, but by the 
blessing of God they discovered the leak and succeeded in stopping it. 
The passengers daily worshipped God ; to which in the address, their 
deliverance was more attributed than to their exertions at the pumps, 
but both shown to be necessary. The 6th of John, 15 to 21, had 
been selected before the above circumstances were known, and we 
hope it was a word in season to some one. 
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Sabbath, Nov. 23, assembled in Mr. Corner’s sail lofi—a discourse 
was delivered from the parable of the prodigal son ; after which an 
account was read of ** the Widow’s Son,”’ from the Christian Herald 
and Seaman’s Magazine, for October 6, 1821, p. 292—it appeared to 
be a feeling time ; several wept freely. We requested those that 
felt any concern for their souls, to remain a short time after the con- 
gregation was dismissed—one requested, with tears, the loan of the 
Magazine, and two others requested Bibles—pressed them to imme- 
diate repentance. 


We regret that the manuscript with which we have been politely favoured, and 
from which these extracts are made, met with an accident, and is so defaced that 
we are obliged to omit some important parts of it. 


Sabbath, Dec. 7, assembled at the sail loft ; a considerable number 
attended, and listened with apparent interest. Before the exercises 
commenced, a captain just from sea, handed a pote, of which the fol- 
lowing is acopy. ‘‘ A master of a vessel returns thanks to Almighty 
God for his kind protection through the changes and dangers of his 
voyage, and a safe arrival at this port, likewise requests an interest in 
the prayers of the church, that God would influence his heart for 
the promotion of his cause, and prepare him for his holy will.” A 
discourse was delivered from Gen. xix. part of the 17th verse, * es- 
cape for thy life, look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the 

lain.” 

: Tuesday evening, 9th, assembled for prayer at Mrs. Gaarde’s, the 
evening being stormy, but few attended—some remarks were made 
on Psalm cvii. 23 to 31. Capt. Stevens (who handed the note last 
Sabbath) bore his testimony to the truth of what had been said, 
affectionately and appropriately addressing his shipmates—con- 
cluding with a fervent prayer. Thus to be favoured with the help 
of a brother in Christ, of the class of those who are the objects of 
the benevolent exertions of the ‘‘ Seamen’s Bethel Societies,” is quite 
cheering. 

Sabbath, 14, assembled in the sail loft belonging to Captain Kerr, 
on his wharf; a considerable number collected. A request hav- 
ing been made by the mate of the brig Thomas & Edward, that 
the deliverance of himself and shipmates from a watery grave should 
be noticed, said vessel having sprung a leak on the 23d November, 
and on the 25th went asunder, leaving only 6 planks of the quarter 
deck, on which five of them remained after one had been swept into 
the sea. After reading two accounts in the Christian Herald and 
Seaman’s Magazine, of shipwrecks and providential deliverances, one 
peculiarly striking ; the case of the Sea Fox from New York—notic- 
ed the case of the man present, and his shipmates who have left 
the port—then part of the 27th chap. of Acts was read, and some re- 
marks made on part of the 23d v. ‘* Whose I am, and whom I serve.”’ 
Capt. Stevens concluded the exercises with a feeling prayer. 

Sabbath, 21, the meeting was held at Mr. Corner’s sail loft. Re- 
marks were made on Rom. vi. 23, [and from what we can gather 
from the remains of the manuscript, we infer that Capt. Stevens 
took leave of the meeting to go to sea, and requested the prayers of 
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his brethren.] The journal proceeds: Capt. S. set a good example 
to masters of vessels, always bringing such of his crew with him to 
worship as could leave the vessel. After closing the remarks on the 
above passage of Scripture, read an account of the prosperous state 
of the Seamen’s Bethel Society of New-York, as contained in a soul- 
cheering account of their meetings, in the Christian Herald and Sea- 
man’s Magazine for Dec. 6, p. 441. Also a beautiful acrostic on the 
** Bethel Flag,” in Seaman’s Magazine, Aug. 2, p. 192. 
(To be continued.) 


el, [ed 
PORTLAND BETHEL UNION. 


On the 5th of Dec. 1823, the New-York Bethel Union pre- 
sented a Bethel Flag to the friends of seamen in Portland, Me. 
A number of the citizens of that place, (a friend writes, Dec. 9th,) 
held a meeting on the 4th of December, to devise means for the 
spiritual benefit ofseamen. “ We formed ourselves into a Bethel 
Union Society, adopted a constitution, and are to have our first 
meeting next Monday evening, when the officers will be chosen.” 
On the 15th the following gentlemen were elected officers : 

Mr. Ricuarp Coss, Treasurer; Mr. Joseru Lipsy, Secretary; 
Rev. Asa Rand; Messrs. Ansel Lewis, Wm. Wood, C. Bedlow, 
John Bartels, T. Dodge, R. Emerson, Dr. J. Merrill, Capt. T. 
Browne, N. Blake, J. Dicks, and P. E. Merrill, other Managers. 

We have learnt that the Bethel Flag has been received, and 
that the Rev. Dr. Allen. presented 50 copies of his work, entitled 
“ Account of Shipwrecks,” for the benefit of Seamen. We 
would take the liberty of stating in this place, that the Society 
here for promoting the gospel among seamen, published, some 
time ago, a small work entitled “ the Seaman’s Devotional Assist- 
ant,” Tatianel to aid in conducting worship on board of ships, 
and that copies of it can be procured* on application to Rufus 
Davenport, Treasurer, No. 35 Peck-slip. 


* Prices—Common paper, Sheep, lettered, . ; : ; § 50 
Fine do. do. Me, - ; 62 
do. do. Roan, do. ° 1 00 
do. do. do. Gilt, do. : - 200 
do. do. Morocco Eleg’t. do. ; . . 3 00 
A liberal discount is made to those who purchase a large number of copies, 
> OG Our 


Nortcs.—The Bethel Meetings in New-York, are held regularly on Tuesday even- 
ings, at Mr. Williams’ Bording-House, No. 317 Water-street ; and on Friday even- 
ings at Mr. Gardiner’s, No. 243 Water-street. 


Copies of the Third Annual Report of the New-York Bethel Union, may be had 
at the Christian Herald office, No. 182 Broadway, or of the secretary, H. Holden; 
Esq. No. 83 Beekman-street. 
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